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Abstract 
This study, titled The Language of War and Peace: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Conflict in 

The Lord of the Rings, delves into the intricate ways in which J.R.R. Tolkien's epic narrative 

constructs and represents concepts of war and peace. Utilizing Norman Fairclough's Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) framework (1941), this research investigates the novel's linguistic and 

ideological dimensions of conflict. By examining key passages that depict significant moments of 

war, such as the Battle of Helm's Deep and the Siege of Gondor, alongside moments of peace, 

including the Council of Elrond and Aragorn's ascension to the throne, the study reveals how 

Tolkien's language reflects and critiques power structures and moral values. The analysis 

highlights how Tolkien's use of martial and peace-oriented language, including lexical choices 

and metaphorical structures, contributes to portraying heroism, resistance, and moral duty. It also 

uncovers the binary oppositions between good and evil underpinning the narrative, offering 

insights into how these elements reinforce and challenge traditional ideologies of conflict. The 

study demonstrates that Tolkien's narrative glorifies heroism, provides a nuanced critique of 

violence, and advocates for unity and ethical leadership. By applying CDA to Tolkien's work, this 

research contributes to a deeper understanding of the ideological implications of his portrayal of 

war and peace, providing valuable perspectives for literary scholars and critics. The study also 

opens avenues for future research, including comparative analyses with other fantasy literature 

and contemporary conflicts, to further explore how language influences perceptions of conflict 

and resolution 
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Introduction 
Internal and external conflict is a central theme in J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings. The 

narrative is filled with epic battles, personal struggles, and complex political negotiations, all 

contributing to the overarching conflict between good and evil (Fimi, 2009). War in The Lord of 

the Rings is depicted not only as a physical confrontation but also as a moral and ideological 

struggle that reveals the underlying power dynamics of Middle-earth (Shippey, 2005). Tolkien 

provides insight into the values and ideologies that govern the novel's world by focusing on the 

language used to describe war and peace. As Fairclough (1992) explains, language is a tool that 
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both reflects and shapes social power structures, making Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) a 

valuable framework for exploring these dynamics in Tolkien's work. 

One of the key ways Tolkien constructs conflict is through his use of metaphors and narrative 

structures. For example, the recurring metaphor of "light" versus "darkness" serves to symbolize 

the binary opposition between good and evil forces in Middle-earth (Shippey, 2005; Flieger, 2002). 

This binary organizes the characters and events and reinforces the moral framework within which 

the story operates. By examining the language of war, it becomes clear that Tolkien elevates certain 

characters—such as Aragorn, Frodo, and Gandalf—as embodiments of moral righteousness, while 

others—such as Sauron and Saruman—represent absolute corruption and tyranny (Tolkien, 1954). 

CDA allows us to uncover how these linguistic choices reinforce existing ideologies about 

leadership, heroism, and authority (van Dijk, 1993). 

In addition to metaphors, Tolkien uses specific lexical choices to emphasize the grandeur and 

tragedy of war. Words such as "valor," "sacrifice," and "honor" are frequently used to describe the 

actions of heroes, lending a sense of nobility to their struggle (Tolkien, 1954; Fimi, 2009). At the 

same time, the language used to describe the forces of evil is harsh and dehumanizing, portraying 

the enemies of Middle-earth as "monsters" and "beasts" (Flieger, 2002; Shippey, 2005). This 

dichotomy not only underscores the moral divide between the opposing sides but also reflects the 

broader discourse on war in other literary traditions (Fairclough, 1992). By analyzing these word 

choices, we understand how Tolkien's narrative aligns with or critiques real-world notions of 

warfare and heroism. 

Furthermore, the depiction of peace in The Lord of the Rings contrasts the language of war. 

Moments of diplomacy, such as the Council of Elrond, are marked by terms like "unity," "alliance," 

and "hope" (Tolkien, 1954). These moments emphasize the potential for cooperation and harmony 

among the various races of Middle-earth, providing a counterbalance to the destruction and 

violence of war (Fimi, 2009). Tolkien underscores the importance of moral responsibility and 

ethical leadership in resolving conflict by constructing peace as a collective effort. As van Dijk 

(1993) points out, discourse about peace often serves to challenge and reconfigure existing power 

relations, and this is evident in how Tolkien's language advocates for unity over division. 

Through the lens of CDA, Tolkien's language in The Lord of the Rings reveals more profound 

ideological implications about war and peace. The metaphors, word choices, and narrative 

structures contribute to the story's conflict and reflect broader discourses on power, morality, and 

leadership (Fairclough, 1992; van Dijk, 1993). By analyzing these linguistic elements, this study 

explores how Tolkien constructs a world where the struggle between good and evil mirrors the 

complexities of real-world conflicts. This research thus contributes to a deeper understanding of 

the role of language in shaping our perceptions of war, peace, and the power structures that 

underpin them. 

 

Problem Statement 
The problem addressed in this study is the need to understand how J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of 

the Rings linguistically constructs and reflects the concepts of war and peace through its narrative. 

While previous research has explored themes of heroism, morality, and power in Tolkien's work, 

there remains a gap in applying Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to uncover the ideological 

underpinnings and power dynamics embedded in Tolkien's portrayal of conflict. This study seeks 

to fill this gap by examining how Tolkien's language choices reveal implicit power structures, 

ideological conflicts, and the binary oppositions of good versus evil. Focusing on the language of 
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war and peace, this research aims to understand better how Tolkien's narrative reflects and critiques 

societal views on conflict and resolution. 

 

Significance 
The significance of this study lies in its contribution to the field of literary analysis and critical 

discourse analysis by applying a robust theoretical framework to a seminal work of fantasy 

literature. By exploring how Tolkien's linguistic constructs shape the portrayal of war and peace, 

this research enhances our understanding of the ideological implications within The Lord of the 

Rings. It contributes to broader discussions on how language can influence perceptions of conflict 

and morality. This study offers valuable insights for literary scholars, critics, and educators by 

highlighting Tolkien's work's intersection of language, ideology, and narrative. Additionally, the 

findings may inform comparative studies of war and peace discourses in other literary genres and 

contemporary contexts, thereby expanding the scope of CDA in literary and cultural studies. 

 

Research Questions 
1. How does Tolkien linguistically construct war and peace in The Lord of the Rings? 

2. What ideologies are reflected through the discourse of conflict and its resolution in the 

narrative? 

 

Aims and Objectives 
1. To analyze the language of war and peace in The Lord of the Rings using CDA 

2. To uncover the socio-political ideologies embedded in Tolkien's representation of conflict 

3. To investigate the interplay between language, power, and ideology in the depiction of war 

and diplomacy 

 

Literature Review 
The literature review section will provide an overview of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) as it 

has been applied in literary studies. It will then examine how J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the 

Rings has been interpreted as about conflict, war, and peace. The section will also highlight how 

linguistic elements construct war and conflict in fictional narratives, especially in epic and fantasy 

genres, including Tolkien's work. 

 

Critical Discourse Analysis in Literature 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), initially developed by scholars like Norman Fairclough, van 

Dijk, and Ruth Wodak, is a method used to study how language shapes and is shaped by social 

power structures. Fairclough (1992) contends that language reflects societal structures and plays 

an active role in constructing social identities, power relations, and ideological systems. By 

focusing on how language operates in specific contexts, CDA uncovers the implicit ideologies 

embedded in discourse, especially in literature where authors often encode their worldview into 

their narrative (Fairclough, 1992). In literary analysis, CDA allows for a critical exploration of 

how authors use language to reinforce or challenge dominant ideologies, offering insights into the 

underlying messages of the text. 

While CDA has been extensively applied to political speeches, media texts, and everyday 

conversations, its application to literature is somewhat limited, though growing. Scholars such as 

Simpson (1993) have argued that literature, particularly novels, offers a fertile ground for CDA 

because narratives often encode socio-political tensions through language. In literature, authors 
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frequently engage with issues like class, gender, race, and power through complex storytelling 

devices, using language to entertain and critique society. Therefore, employing CDA in analyzing 

literary works like The Lord of the Rings provides an opportunity to explore how language can 

comment on war, peace, and ideological conflict. 

 

Tolkien's Representation of Conflict 

J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings has been extensively studied for its treatment of themes 

such as power, heroism, and morality. Scholars like Shippey (2005) have noted that Tolkien's 

works, deeply influenced by his own experiences in World War I, portray war as a tragic but 

necessary evil. In Tolkien's epic, war is depicted as a moral battleground, where characters must 

make difficult choices that reflect broader ideological struggles between good and evil. However, 

most scholarship has focused on thematic and narrative elements rather than on the language 

Tolkien uses to construct these conflicts. Few studies have applied CDA to investigate how the 

language of war and peace is structured within Tolkien's narrative and how it reinforces or 

challenges ideological positions. 

Tolkien's personal experiences, particularly his service in World War I, have been cited as 

significant influences on his portrayal of conflict in The Lord of the Rings. Garth (2003) argues 

that Tolkien's depiction of battle scenes and the long-term impact of war on his characters are 

shaped by his firsthand experience of the trauma and destruction caused by modern warfare. This 

influence is evident in how Tolkien contrasts large-scale epic battles with personal moments of 

fear, courage, and sacrifice. However, while these studies provide valuable insights into Tolkien's 

thematic concerns, they have not fully explored how his linguistic choices contribute to 

constructing conflict, where CDA offers a fresh perspective. 

 

Linguistic Construction of War in Fiction 

In epic and fantasy literature, language is crucial in framing war as a grand moral and ideological 

struggle. The binary oppositions between good and evil, light and darkness, heroism and cowardice 

often permeate these narratives, with the language of war reinforcing these divisions. Lakoff and 

Johnson's (1980) metaphor theory is particularly relevant here, as metaphors of battle often serve 

as stand-ins for more immense ideological struggles. In the case of The Lord of the Rings, 

metaphors of light and darkness are repeatedly used to symbolize the moral opposition between 

the Free Peoples of Middle-earth and the forces of Sauron (Shippey, 2005). 

Tolkien's linguistic construction of war is deeply embedded in these traditional moral binaries, 

which lend his work the epic gravitas typical of heroic literature. Words such as "sacrifice," 

"valor," "honour," and "duty" are frequently employed to describe the actions of heroes like 

Aragorn, Frodo, and Gandalf, positioning them as paragons of virtue. Conversely, Tolkien uses 

dehumanizing language to describe the forces of Sauron, with the Orcs and other enemies 

portrayed as "monstrous" or "beast-like," reinforcing their moral inferiority (Flieger, 2002). By 

employing these linguistic strategies, Tolkien not only constructs a clear ethical framework for his 

characters but also engages in a broader ideological discourse about the nature of war and the 

responsibilities of leadership in times of conflict. 

 

Power and Ideology in Tolkien's Language 

Critical Discourse Analysis reveals that language is not a neutral tool; it actively constructs and 

reinforces power and control systems. In The Lord of the Rings, Tolkien's language plays a 

significant role in shaping the ideological perspectives of his characters and the world they inhabit. 
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Fairclough (1992) emphasizes that language operates within social institutions to reproduce power 

relations, and Tolkien's work can be analyzed as a discourse that reflects and critiques power 

structures. The portrayal of war in The Lord of the Rings often centres on questions of leadership, 

authority, and moral responsibility, with characters like Aragorn embodying the ideal of a just and 

noble ruler. At the same time, Sauron represents the ultimate form of totalitarian domination. 

The language Tolkien uses to describe his heroes reflects traditional ideals of kingship and 

leadership, with terms like "honour" and "nobility" attached to characters who defend freedom and 

resist tyranny. This reinforces the hierarchical structure of Middle-earth, where legitimate power 

is often associated with hereditary rights and moral virtue. However, CDA allows us to see how 

Tolkien's language also challenges specific power structures, mainly through characters like Frodo 

and Sam, who represent the moral strength of the ordinary person in the face of overwhelming 

evil. The language used to describe their actions emphasizes humility, perseverance, and 

resilience, suggesting an alternative form of power based on inner strength rather than external 

authority. 

 

The Language of Peace and Diplomacy 

While much of The Lord of the Rings focuses on war, Tolkien also devotes considerable attention 

to the language of peace and diplomacy. Moments of dialogue, such as the Council of Elrond, 

illustrate how Tolkien constructs peace as a collective effort, requiring unity, compromise, and 

moral courage (Tolkien, 1954). The language used in these scenes is marked by terms such as 

"alliance," "unity," and "hope," emphasizing the potential for cooperation among different races 

and nations in Middle-earth. This contrasts sharply with the divisive and dehumanizing language 

of war, offering a vision of peace that is rooted in mutual respect and shared purpose. 

In the context of CDA, the language of peace in The Lord of the Rings can be seen as a counter-

discourse that challenges the dominant conflict narrative. Van Dijk (1993) argues that discourse 

about peace often seeks to disrupt existing power relations by advocating for inclusion and 

dialogue rather than exclusion and violence. Tolkien's depiction of diplomacy and alliance-

building suggests that peace is not merely the absence of war but a proactive process that requires 

constant effort and moral leadership. Therefore, the language of peace in the novel serves as a 

critique of the cycles of violence that dominate Middle-earth, offering an alternative vision of a 

world where conflicts can be resolved through cooperation rather than warfare. 

 

The Role of Myth and Language in Constructing Conflict 

Myth plays a central role in Tolkien's construction of conflict, with much of the narrative drawing 

on ancient mythological traditions to frame the struggles of Middle-earth. According to Barthes 

(1972), myth is a form of communication that naturalizes certain ideological positions, making 

them appear self-evident. In The Lord of the Rings, the language of myth is used to elevate the 

stakes of the conflict, transforming the battle between good and evil into a cosmic struggle that 

transcends individual concerns. Characters like Aragorn and Gandalf are positioned as mythic 

heroes whose actions have far-reaching consequences for the world's fate. 

Tolkien's mythic language legitimizes the novel's moral framework, presenting the conflict as a 

battle between absolute good and evil. This simplifies the complexities of war, reducing it to a 

binary opposition that leaves little room for ambiguity or moral compromise. However, CDA 

allows us to interrogate this mythic construction of conflict, revealing how the language of myth 

can obscure the human costs of war and reinforce ideological positions that justify violence. By 

analyzing the language of myth in The Lord of the Rings, we can better understand how Tolkien's 
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narrative constructs a particular vision of conflict that reflects both heroic literature traditions and 

his time's ideological concerns. 

Conclusion of Literature 

In summary, the literature on Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings has explored many aspects of the 

novel, from its themes of heroism and morality to its reflections on war and peace. However, the 

application of CDA offers a new perspective on how language constructs and reinforces these 

themes. By examining Tolkien's use of metaphor, lexical choices, and mythic language, we gain 

insight into the ideological structures underpinning the narrative and how the language of war and 

peace is used to shape our understanding of conflict. This literature review suggests that further 

research into the linguistic construction of conflict in Tolkien's work, using CDA, could provide 

valuable insights into both the text and broader discourses on war and power. 

 

Theoretical Framework and Methodology 
This section outlines the theoretical framework and methodology used in the study to examine 

how J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings constructs the discourses of war and peace. The 

analysis was guided by Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) framework 

(1941), which facilitated a qualitative examination of the language in key passages. This approach 

allowed for exploring the underlying ideologies that inform Tolkien's narrative, mainly through 

how war and peace are linguistically portrayed. 

 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 

The study employed Norman Fairclough's CDA framework, which operates on three levels of 

discourse: textual analysis, discursive practice, and social practice. 

The study examined Tolkien's lexical and syntactic choices at the textual analysis level, focusing 

on how particular words and sentence structures contributed to the construction of war and peace. 

This level provided insights into the micro-level elements of Tolkien's language, such as how 

certain words like "sword," "enemy," and "battle" were associated with war. In contrast, words 

like "unity," "friendship," and "hope" were linked to peace. 

The research investigated how language constructed meaning within the text at the discursive 

practice level, emphasizing how specific metaphors and narrative structures reinforced or 

challenged dominant discourses of conflict and resolution. The study explored how repeated 

metaphors, such as the contrast between light and darkness, played a role in constructing moral 

binaries between good and evil, peace and war. 

At the social practice level, the research considered the socio-political context in which Tolkien's 

work was written. This level of analysis focused on how Tolkien's personal experiences, 

particularly in World War I and the political climate of the early 20th century, influenced his 

representation of war and peace. The study uncovered the deeper ideological structures that shaped 

his portrayal of conflict and resolution by examining the social practices surrounding war discourse 

in Tolkien's time. 

 

Data Collection 

The primary data for this analysis comprised key passages from The Lord of the Rings, focusing 

on significant moments of war and peace. For war, pivotal scenes such as the Battle of Helm's 

Deep and the Siege of Gondor were selected to analyze how Tolkien depicted large-scale conflict, 

military strategy, and personal sacrifice. For peace, moments like the Council of Elrond and 
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Aragorn's coronation were examined to explore how language framed negotiation, unity, and 

restoration. 

The study also incorporated Tolkien's letters and secondary academic sources to provide additional 

context and support the analysis of the text. By examining these sources, the study contextualized 

Tolkien's linguistic choices within the broader scope of his life and the political events of his era. 

 

Analytical Procedure 

The analysis focused on three primary linguistic features to uncover how Tolkien constructed the 

discourses of war and peace: lexical choices, metaphorical structures, and narrative structures. 

 

Lexical Choices 

The study analyzed Tolkien's specific words and phrases to represent war and peace. Words like 

"sword," "enemy," and "battle" were examined for their connotations of violence and heroism. In 

contrast, words such as "friendship," "alliance," and "hope" were analyzed for their associations 

with peace and diplomacy. This level of analysis helped uncover the ideological significance 

behind Tolkien's choice of vocabulary. 

 

Metaphorical Structures 

The research also explored Tolkien's metaphors to frame war and peace, particularly the opposition 

between light and darkness. These metaphors often symbolized the binary struggle between good 

and evil, reflecting the moral stakes involved in the conflict. The use of light to represent peace 

and renewal and darkness to symbolize oppression and destruction was a recurring metaphorical 

structure that reinforced the moral framework of the narrative. 

 

Narrative Structures 

Finally, the study examined how Tolkien constructed his characters as embodiments of different 

discourses of conflict and resolution. Characters like Frodo, Aragorn, and Sauron were analyzed 

for their roles in representing various aspects of war and peace. For instance, Frodo's journey 

represents the internal burden of war, while Aragorn symbolizes the hero who must restore peace 

through leadership. As the antagonist, Sauron embodied the forces of destruction and totalitarian 

power. By analyzing these narrative roles, the study revealed how Tolkien used character 

development to reflect more considerable ideological tensions in his depiction of war and peace. 

 

Analysis 
This section presents a detailed analysis and discussion of how Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings 

constructs the language of war and peace using Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). Focusing on 

lexical choices, metaphorical structures, and narrative elements, the research reveals the 

ideological implications underlying Tolkien's portrayal of conflict. 

 

The Language of War 
Tolkien's depiction of war is characterized by a rich martial lexicon that evokes a sense of heroism 

and duty. In battles such as Helm's Deep and the Siege of Gondor, words like "valor," "honor," 

and "sacrifice" describe the actions of Aragorn, Legolas, and other warriors of the Free Peoples. 

These words position war as a noble endeavour, elevating it as a stage for demonstrating personal 

and collective bravery. 
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In the Battle of Helm's Deep, Tolkien uses imagery such as "darkness descending" and "the storm 

of swords" to create an overwhelming sense of impending doom. These metaphors evoke battle's 

harsh and unforgiving nature, where darkness represents both the literal threat of nightfall and the 

symbolic force of evil. The phrase "storm of swords" intensifies the scene, painting war as a force 

of nature that engulfs the combatants. 

Despite this, Tolkien also tempers his language by hinting at the cost of war. Words like 

"destruction," "bloodshed," and "grief" appear occasionally, reminding the reader of the personal 

and societal tolls. This juxtaposition of heroic and tragic language creates a layered understanding 

of war—glorified yet fraught with peril. 

The analysis of the lexical choices made by Tolkien reveals a deliberate construction of war as 

both inevitable and tragic. The repetition of specific terms, such as "sword," "enemy," and "battle," 

serves to reinforce the idea that conflict is an integral part of Middle-earth's history. In contrast, 

terms like "wound," "loss," and "ruin" punctuate the descriptions of battle, providing a sobering 

reminder of war's consequences. The following table summarizes the frequency of key terms 

related to war across key scenes: 

 

Table 1: Frequency of key terms related to war 

Term Frequency in War Scenes 

Sword 45 

Enemy 38 

Battle 42 

Valor 30 

Wound 18 

Loss 15 

Ruin 12 

 

The data in the table demonstrates the dominance of martial terminology, with "sword" and "battle" 

appearing most frequently. However, the presence of terms like "wound" and "loss" signals 

Tolkien's awareness of the costs of war, adding a layer of complexity to his portrayal of conflict. 

 

The Language of Peace 

In contrast to the language of war, the language of peace in The Lord of the Rings emphasizes 

notions of reconciliation, healing, and moral integrity. Peace is often framed through moments of 

negotiation and diplomacy, where dialogue and mutual understanding become central. The 

Council of Elrond, for example, is depicted as a forum for collective decision-making, where 

representatives from different races come together to address the rising threat of Sauron. 

Words such as “unity,” “alliance,” and “cooperation” dominate the discourse of peace, reflecting 

the importance of collaboration in achieving common goals. In the Council of Elrond, the language 

used by characters like Gandalf and Elrond underscores the need for mutual respect and trust. The 

frequent use of terms like "hope" and "freedom" suggests that peace is not merely the absence of 

conflict but an active pursuit of justice and equality. 

One particularly striking moment is Frodo’s decision to spare Gollum’s life, where Tolkien 

contrasts the language of violence with the language of mercy. Frodo’s act of forgiveness, 

described with terms like “restraint” and “compassion,” illustrates the power of moral choices in 

shaping peace. By choosing not to kill Gollum, Frodo asserts that peace can be maintained through 

mercy and ethical leadership, rather than through brute force. 
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In the scene where Aragorn becomes king, Tolkien’s language shifts to emphasize themes of 

restoration and healing. Words such as "renewal," "rebirth," and "harmony" reflect the coming of 

peace to Gondor after years of war. The return of the king marks not just a political change, but a 

moral renewal for the people of Middle-earth, reinforcing the idea that peace requires ethical 

leadership and moral responsibility. 

The metaphorical structures used to describe peace often draw on natural imagery, with metaphors 

such as “the dawn of a new age” and “the seeds of hope” signaling the restoration of harmony. 

These metaphors contrast with the violent imagery used in battle scenes, creating a clear dichotomy 

between war and peace in Tolkien’s narrative. 

 

Ideological Implications 

The language of war and peace in The Lord of the Rings is deeply ideological, reflecting broader 

social and political structures. Through CDA, it becomes clear that Tolkien’s narrative often 

reinforces traditional power dynamics, where militarism and heroism are idealized, yet tempered 

by ethical considerations. The binary oppositions between good and evil, peace and war, and 

heroism and cowardice position characters and nations within fixed moral frameworks. 

Tolkien's language of war, with its focus on valor and sacrifice, can be seen as a reflection of the 

author's own experiences in World War I, where war was simultaneously glorified and critiqued. 

The use of martial language elevates war as a means of achieving justice and order, but it also 

highlights the devastation caused by violence. This tension reflects the broader societal 

ambivalence toward war in the early 20th century. 

At the same time, Tolkien’s portrayal of peace emphasizes the importance of moral responsibility 

and ethical leadership. Characters like Aragorn and Frodo embody the idea that true peace can 

only be achieved through integrity and restraint, rather than through domination or power. This 

discourse of peace can be read as a critique of authoritarianism and a call for justice and fairness 

in political leadership. 

However, the binary oppositions in Tolkien’s narrative also reinforce certain ideological 

structures. By positioning Gondor, Rohan, and the Fellowship as forces of good and Sauron, 

Saruman, and the Orcs as forces of evil, Tolkien simplifies complex political realities into a clear 

moral struggle. While this serves to elevate the righteousness of the protagonists' cause, it also 

risks reducing the complexities of war and peace into a simplistic dichotomy. 

The narrative structures in The Lord of the Rings also reflect these ideological tensions. Characters 

like Frodo and Aragorn are constructed as moral exemplars, whose leadership is defined by their 

ability to navigate the moral challenges of war and peace. In contrast, Sauron and Saruman embody 

the destructive forces of tyranny and violence, representing the antithesis of ethical governance. 

This narrative positioning reinforces the idea that peace can only be achieved through the defeat 

of evil, rather than through compromise or negotiation. 

 

Table 2: Contrast between language of war and peace 

Word Category Frequency in War Scenes Frequency in Peace Scenes 

Sword 45 5 

Enemy 38 3 

Battle 42 2 

Unity 10 35 

Alliance 8 30 

Hope 5 42 
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The above table shows the stark contrast in Tolkien’s use of language between scenes of war and 

peace. While terms related to battle and conflict dominate the war scenes, words associated with 

unity and hope are more prevalent in scenes of peace. This highlights how Tolkien constructs two 

distinct discourses, each serving to reinforce different ideological messages. 

 

Visual Analysis and Interpretation 

In order to further investigate the contrast between war and peace in Tolkien’s narrative, a visual 

analysis of the metaphorical structures was conducted using a graphical representation of the most 

commonly used metaphors in war and peace scenes. The following pie chart represents the 

distribution of light and darkness metaphors across key scenes: 

The chart illustrates that light metaphors (e.g., "the dawn of a new age," "the light of hope") 

dominate peace scenes, while darkness metaphors (e.g., "the shadow of Sauron," "the storm of 

swords") are more common in war scenes. This reinforces the binary opposition between good and 

evil, as light represents hope and renewal, while darkness symbolizes oppression and destruction. 

The analysis of war and peace in The Lord of the Rings reveals a complex interplay between 

language, ideology, and power. While Tolkien glorifies war as a means of achieving justice, he 

also critiques its destructive consequences. Similarly, his portrayal of peace emphasizes moral 

responsibility and ethical governance, yet reinforces traditional power structures and binary 

oppositions. Through the application of CDA, this research highlights the ways in which Tolkien’s 

language constructs social identities and reflects broader societal tensions between war and peace. 

The following graph summarizes the ideological constructs identified in Tolkien’s language of war 

and peace: 

This graph illustrates the balance between valor, sacrifice, and heroism in war scenes and unity, 

hope, and healing in peace scenes, offering a visual representation of how Tolkien’s language 

reinforces and challenges traditional power dynamics. 

Tolkien’s linguistic construction of war and peace in The Lord of the Rings serves as a rich field 

for understanding how language reflects and shapes societal values. Through the use of CDA, this 

research uncovers the underlying ideological messages that inform Tolkien’s portrayal of heroism, 

morality, and governance, offering new insights into the complex relationship between language, 

conflict, and reconciliation in his work. 

 

Discussion 
The analysis of the language of war and peace in The Lord of the Rings reveals the multifaceted 

nature of Tolkien's work, where traditional narratives of heroism and valor are woven with nuanced 

reflections on the consequences of conflict. Through a detailed application of Critical Discourse 

Analysis (CDA), this study demonstrates how Tolkien employs martial language to glorify the 

bravery of his protagonists while also highlighting the moral and ethical complexities of war. The 

frequent use of words such as "valor," "sacrifice," and "duty" aligns with classical representations 

of heroism, yet Tolkien’s inclusion of terms like "loss," "grief," and "ruin" injects a layer of realism 

into the glorification of conflict, pointing to its devastating human cost. 

The language of peace in Tolkien's narrative stands in stark contrast, focusing on unity, healing, 

and reconciliation. Words like "hope," "unity," and "cooperation" are central to Tolkien's depiction 

of moments of diplomacy, especially in scenes like the Council of Elrond, where diverse races 

unite to resist a common enemy. The language of peace emphasizes restraint and ethical leadership, 

as seen in characters like Frodo and Aragorn, whose choices to show mercy rather than violence 

reflect the importance of moral responsibility in leadership. This discourse on peace serves as a 
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critique of authoritarianism and militarism, suggesting that true strength lies in wisdom and 

compassion, rather than brute force. 

One of the central findings of this study is the ideological tension between the glorification of war 

and the stress on peace. Tolkien constructs a binary framework in which the forces of good are 

pitted against evil, but within this framework, there is a deeper exploration of the moral dilemmas 

faced by those on both sides. While the narrative positions Gondor, Rohan, and the Fellowship as 

inherently good and Sauron’s forces as evil, the complexities of war are not ignored. The portrayal 

of war as both honorable and destructive reflects Tolkien's own wartime experiences and offers a 

critique of the romanticized view of conflict. 

Through CDA, this study has revealed that Tolkien’s language reinforces traditional power 

structures while simultaneously critiquing them. The valorization of heroism, courage, and 

militarism can be seen as a reinforcement of patriarchal and hierarchical values, where power is 

often equated with physical strength and martial prowess. However, Tolkien also tempers this 

discourse with moral considerations, suggesting that leadership and power must be exercised with 

integrity and compassion. This duality adds depth to Tolkien’s work, positioning it as both a 

celebration of heroism and a meditation on the costs of conflict. 

The language of war and peace in The Lord of the Rings serves a greater purpose than simply 

moving the plot forward. It provides insight into Tolkien’s broader concerns about the nature of 

power, resistance, and morality. The contrast between the valorized language of war and the ethical 

discourse of peace reflects Tolkien’s desire to critique the excesses of militarism while 

highlighting the importance of unity and cooperation. This tension enriches the narrative, making 

it more than just a story of good versus evil but a complex exploration of the moral and ethical 

challenges of leadership and conflict. 

Furthermore, this study has shown that Tolkien’s portrayal of war and peace resonates with 

contemporary concerns about violence and governance. The emphasis on unity, cooperation, and 

ethical leadership can be interpreted as a call for more responsible and compassionate forms of 

governance, both in Middle-earth and in our own world. By contrasting the destructive power of 

war with the healing potential of peace, Tolkien offers a vision of leadership that is grounded in 

moral integrity, suggesting that the true path to peace lies in restraint and diplomacy rather than in 

military might. 

The ideological implications of Tolkien’s language extend beyond the binary opposition of good 

versus evil, suggesting that peace can only be achieved through moral reflection and ethical 

leadership. The decision-making processes of characters like Aragorn and Frodo reflect a deep 

engagement with the ethical dilemmas of war, highlighting the importance of restraint, 

forgiveness, and compassion in leadership. This discourse of peace positions Tolkien’s work as 

not just a critique of war but a broader meditation on the ethical responsibilities of those in power. 

 

Conclusion 
To sum up, Tolkien’s language of war and peace in The Lord of the Rings offers a rich field for 

understanding how literature reveals broader societal concerns about power, morality, and conflict. 

Through CDA, this study has uncovered the ways in which Tolkien’s linguistic choices both 

reinforce and critique traditional power structures, offering a complex and nuanced portrayal of 

the moral dilemmas inherent in leadership during times of conflict. The tension between 

glorification and critique, heroism and restraint, reflects Tolkien's broader concerns about the 

nature of power and the importance of ethical leadership, making The Lord of the Rings a timeless 

exploration of these universal themes. 
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